PMAC Mini-Grant Project 

Applications Due:  Monday, May 10, 2021     
In partnership with Northeastern University and the Southwest Corridor Park Conservancy, the Southwest Corridor Park’s Park Management Advisory Council (PMAC) is offering several small mini-grants to community organizations to support educational, recreational, arts and environmental projects in and around the park for youth or families.   This is the sixth year of this initiative.   
The Southwest Corridor Park mini-grant initiative has two goals:

· Support youth and family activities in the Southwest Corridor Park;

· Build community awareness and interest in the Southwest Corridor Park. 
Mini-grant projects can include nature study, photography, video production, history, arts, hands-on science, leadership programs, recreation, education, health, fitness or other activities.  Activities may include development of curriculum, art and photo collections or other materials that can be used and re-used in future years.  Activities may be designed for individuals, families and small groups as well as for childcare, day camp and youth summer program activities.   
The mini-grant funds of up to approximately $500-$600 per organization can support equipment, supplies, staff hours or other program costs
As we approach Summer 2021, we recognize some uncertainty about the types of youth and family activities will be possible because of the pandemic, and so we seek creative proposals that make the best of the current public health conditions. 

* * * * *

Background: The Southwest Corridor Park has a fascinating history and is a wonderful asset to neighborhoods from Jamaica Plain to Roxbury to Fenway, Back Bay and the South End.  It is a resource for many schools, community organizations and youth-serving organizations.  The park was created with the goal of connecting neighborhoods and providing green space, gardening, sports, playgrounds, pedestrian and bicycle paths and more to neighborhood residents.  Over the years, the park has enjoyed the support of countless volunteers, from those who originally designed the park, section-by-section, and those who continue to volunteer, raise funds and advocate for the park.   

Many people who use the park just see the small area they use and aren’t aware of the history or the scope of the park.  They might not know that it covers nearly five miles and that it brings together hundreds of people from different neighborhoods with diverse interests.  We think it is valuable to build community awareness and involvement as an investment in the “next generation” of park users and park leaders. 
Visit our website at http://swcpc.org/youthactivities.asp to see a summary of the mini-grant projects from past summers, and to see resources including park history, maps, and examples of youth initiatives.  On the website you will also see our new curriculum project: “A Circle of Parks: Boston Parks and Greenspace as a Case Study in Civic Engagement.”  We developed this curriculum as part of our Summer 2020 mini-grant initiative, and would be delighted if some of the mini-grant programs use these new resources.  
* * * * *

APPLICATION:  Please submit your proposal using this form.  Submit via email to minigrants@swcpc.org by Monday, May 10, 2021.      We may also accept proposals and award funds on a rolling basis if possible throughout the months of May and June.
FOR MORE INFORMATION:   Feel free to contact us via email with questions about this initiative and about the park.   
SOUTHWEST CORRIDOR PARK MINI-GRANT APPLICATION
	Name of organization
	

	Address of organization
	

	Name of contact person: 
	

	Telephone:
	

	Email:
	

	Dates of proposed activities:
	From:
	
	To:
	


	[1.] Brief summary of proposal (1 sentence)

	

	[2.] Project Description.  Describe the activities that would be supported by this funding.   In this description, please highlight how the activities include a park-related theme and support the goals of building future park leadership and/or raising awareness of the Southwest Corridor Park. 

	

	[3.] Health and Safety.  Briefly describe how your project will be organized to follow current public health guidelines.   

	 

	[4.] Budget.  Please provide a brief budget showing how much money is requested and how the funds will be used. 

	 


	[5.] Agreements (please check to indicate agreement)

	[  ] We agree to use these funds as outlined.

[  ] We agree to use our social media and/or send photos to PMAC to share news of our activities during the summer.   

[  ] We agree to provide a written end-of-program report (one page or more) outlining: (a.) the program activities; (b.) any publicity that was generated by the project; (c.) a count of the number of program participants; (d.) a brief summary of how the funds were spent; (e.) photos that can be shared in the PMAC annual report, website or social media.  Reports are due on October 15, 2020.  
[  ] We understand that any projects that have an impact on the physical space in the park (gardening, landscaping, public art, signs, etc.) require pre-approval from the park manager.   Please email minigrants@swcpc.org for guidance if your project might require pre-approval.



